Meta-analyses and meta-syntheses make us aware of how hazardous it is to base understandings of social pro-
cesses on single studies that are limited in time, location, and measurement. Although one study may not support the
hypothesis that we deduced from what seemed to be a compelling theory, this is not a sufficient basis for discarding
the theory itself or even for assuming that the hypothesis is no longer worthy of consideration in future research. You

can see that a meta-analysis combining the results of many studies may identify conditions for which the hypothesis is
supported and others for which it is not.



